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Chapter I – Colonial Period  

A.) The Thirteen Colonies  

 New England Colonies: influenced by good harbors, 

abundant forests, rocky soil and a short growing season. 

Geography led to the development of trade and 

manufacturing. Developed villages with town-hall 

meetings (early self-representation) 

 Middle Colonies: influenced by fertile soil, development 

of agriculture due to longer growing season. Manufacturing 

developed, but on a much smaller scale than in the New 

England colonies. 

 Southern Colonies: the long growing seasons and fertile 

land led to the creation of a large scale agricultural slave 

based economy. Tobacco and later on cotton were the 

dominate cash crops of the Southern colonies.  

B.) Mercantilism 

 Economic policy used by the British in which the colonies served as a source of raw materials 

and a market to sell goods.  

 Limited manufacturing in America by forcing colonists to buy British made goods.  

 Limited colonies trade with other nations.  

 Mercantilism was used to make the mother country rich & powerful by controlling the balance 

of trade. 

 Many colonists objected to being used by the British monarchy.  
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C.)  Salutary Neglect  

 Period of time in which the British government did 

not enforce Parliament’s laws on the colonies, 

believing to leave them alone would allow them to 

flourish and generate more wealth for England.  

 Led to development of independent colonial trade 

practices & self-government!  

 

D.) Representative Democracy  

 

             Development of Self-Government in the Colonies!              

 

  

 

 

 Albany Plan of Union (1754) 

  - early attempt to unify American colonies but under British rule. Many colonies objected 

because they did not want to give up their individual power.  
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D.) New Ideas Emerge 

 Enlightenment Thinkers:  The writings and ideas of John Locke, Rousseau, Voltaire, and 

Montesquieu encouraged Americans to question the British control over them.  

 Natural Rights – Life, Liberty & Property. John Locke believed the role of the government is to 

protect these rights.  

 Social Contract – purpose of government is to protect the natural 

rights of the people. Power in the government comes from the people 

aka consent of the governed.  

 NO TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION – Many 

colonists believed the British did not have the right to tax them 

because they had no say in the government. British gov’t there for 

does not have consent of the governed!  

 Thomas Paine – published Common Sense, in order to convince 

Americans it was time to break free from the British Empire.  

E.) Major Events that led to the War  

 Sugar & Stamp Acts – taxes on foreign molasses and any printed material. 

 Quartering Act – required colonists to house and feed British soldiers….for free!  

 Townshend Acts – tax on imported goods & teas, meant to punish NY for not following 

Quartering Act and to reinforce idea that British can tax colonists at will.  

 Boston Massacre – British troops open fire on colonists and kill 5 civilians.  

 Boston Tea Party – Political protest by colonists against the British.  

 Intolerable Acts – laws passed by British in response to Boston Tea Party. These laws were seen 

as a threat to no just Massachusetts but a threat to all Americans natural rights.    

The Boston Tea Party 
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F.) The Declaration of Independence  

 Colonies came together under the Continental Congress and 

realize that war in inevitable and need to plan for it.  

 Thomas Jefferson, writers the Declaration of Independence 

 - lists the problems it has with England 

 - announces that the United States is a new and independent 

country  

 John Locke’s theory of natural rights and the social contract are 

the ideas that Jefferson bases the Declaration of Independence 

upon.  

G.) The Revolutionary War (1775-1783) 

 British launch attack upon the Americans following the signing of the Declaration of 

Independence.  
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 America received A LOT of aid from foreign nations (especially France) to help them win the  

war against the British. 

 Americans also had home field advantage!  

 Americans able to defeat the British after winning key battle at Yorktown.  

 At the end of the Revolutionary War, the Mississippi became the western border of the U.S. 
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H.) America’s First Government 

 The Articles of Confederation - first form of government used in the US winning Independence.  

 Americans distrusted a strong central government, because of their experience under British rule. 

They feared that their liberties would be threatened under a strong government.  

 Decentralized (power is broken up and divided amongst many groups) political system was 

established which gave state governments more power than the federal government. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Success of the Articles of Confederation 

It provided a system for governing the 

Western territories and admitting new 

states to the Union. 
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Chapter 2 – The Birth of the U.S. Constitution 

A.) Shays Rebellion (1786-1787) – economic problems plagued the new nation and led to and armed 

rebellion!  

 Daniel Shay led a rebellion against the state of Massachusetts due to its tax policies.  

 Rebellion grew so big that it could have threatened neighboring states and their stability.  

 Rebellion was put down, but it showed American leaders that they needed a stronger central 

government to handle major issues like this.  

B.) Constitutional Convention (1787) 

 American politicians met in Philadelphia to correct the weaknesses of the Articles of 

Confederation. 

 Called primarily to address the issue that the states were stronger than the federal government.  

 Instead of rewriting the Articles of Confederation, the scrapped them and drafted an entirely new 

document, the Constitution.   

C.) A Series of Compromises 

 The Great Compromise – created a bicameral legislative branch (Congress) 

 

 

 

 

 

 Three-Fifths Compromise – in order to give Southern States the equal representation in 

Congress, they were allowed to count 3/5 of slave population towards the Lower House. 
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D.) U.S. Constitution VS. Articles of Confederation 
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E.) Ratifying the Constitution 

 Divisions occurred amongst the Constitutional Convention over the strength and power of the 

federal government. 

 Federalists Vs. Anti-Federalists 
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F.) The Bill of Rights 

 First ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution 

 Main purpose is to protect civil liberties and protect the people from government abuse! 

Amendment Right(s) 

1 

Freedoms 

 Freedom of Religion  

 Freedom of Press  

 Freedom of Speech  

 Freedom of Assembly  

 Separation of Church and State (no national religion)  

2 

Right to Bear Arms 

 Right to keep and bear arms  

3 

No Quarter 

 Right to protection from troops being quartered in homes during 

peacetime  

4 

Search and Seizure 

 Right against unreasonable search and seizure  

 Warrants require cause and must be specific  

5 

Rights of the 

Accused 

 Accused must be indicted by a Grand Jury  

 Cannot be tried for the same crime twice (double jeopardy)  

 Cannot be forced to testify against yourself  

 Right to a fair trial with all proper legal rights enforced (due process)  

 Right to fair compensation ($$) when the gov't takes your property for 

public use  

6 

More Rights of the 

Accused 

 Right to be informed of the charges against you  

 Right to a speedy and public trial  

 Right to an impartial jury  

 Right to face witnesses against you in court  

 Right to counsel (a lawyer)  

 Right to call witnesses in your defense  

7 

Rights in a  Civil 

Case 

 Right to a trial by jury in a civil case (non-criminal case)  

8 

Cruel and Unusual 

Punishment 

 Right to protection against cruel and unusual punishment  

 Right to protection against excessive bails and fines  

9 

Unenumerated 

Rights 

 Guarantee that rights not listed in the Constitution are still protected  
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G.) Basic Principles of the Constitution 

 Constitution – a statement of rules and procedures for governing the U.S.  

 Democracy – A government for the people chose by the people. Citizens choose their 

representatives through elections. 

 

1. Federalism – the division of power between the state and central government.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Separation of Powers and Checks & Balances 
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3.) Structure of the Federal Government 

 Legislative Branch –   aka Congress (House of Representatives & Senate) representatives from 

each state that propose, write, vote on laws, approve treaties.  

 Executive Branch – The President of the U.S. and his cabinet.  

  1.) Chief Legislator – It is the President’s role to ask for and propose legislation 

  2.) Chief Executive - President is highest military official (Commander in Chief) 

  3.) Chief Diplomat – President meets and negotiates with other foreign rulers.  

 Judicial Branch - Federal courts and Supreme Court 

  1.) Responsible for ruling on whether laws or lower court rulings are legal (judicial review) 

 

4.) Flexibility of the Constitution 

 Amendments – changes to the Constitution. (Currently 27 Amendments) 

 The Elastic Clause – has been used to broaden the power of Congress & let it adapt to a 

changing society.  

 Unwritten Constitution – practices of the US government that are based on custom and 

tradition, but not actually in the Constitution!  

    a.) Presidential Cabinet 

    b.) Political Parties 

    c.) Congressional Committees 

    d.) Judicial Review 

    e.) lobbying  

 

5.) The Electoral College 

 President of the U.S. is elected by winning the electoral votes from each state, NOT the national 

popular vote. 

 Number of electoral votes for each state is based on its population 

 Some Presidential candidates skip campaigning in states with low population states 

 The winner of the popular vote can lose the election (1876 & 2000)  

 This showed that the authors of the original Constitution did not trust the common voter to make 

decisions.  
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Chapter 2 Test  
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Ch.3 The Early Republic 

A.) George Washington, the First President.  

 Did not want to become involved with European 

affairs. 

 Issues the Proclamation of Neutrality to isolate the 

U.S. and keep it independent. 

 Set the example for all future presidents by using 

unwritten constitution to form the first cabinet. 

 Whiskey Rebellion – passage of an excise tax on whiskey led to a rebellion in Western 

Pennsylvania. Washington used state militia to put down the rebellion, demonstrating that the 

new national government intended to enforce federal laws. 

 His actions and policies strengthened the federal government.  

 Farwell Address – Washington urged the US to stay out of European affairs, stay neutral and 

avoid conflicts with other nations.  
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B. Alexander Hamilton – First Secretary of Treasury 

 Chosen as the Secretary of Treasury to advise President 

Washington on economic issues 

 Proposed creating a national bank to improve nation’s 

economy.  

 Argued that the government had the power to create a 

National Bank based on the elastic clause of the 

Constitution  

 Devised a plan to pay off the U.S. debt (balance the 

budget) 

 Urged Congress to pass a protective tariff to encourage 

the growth of US manufacturing. 

 Followed a loose interpretation of the Constitution, 

believing the government should exercise all powers 

necessary and proper to meet its responsibilities.  

C. Thomas Jefferson 

 Complete opposite of Alexander Hamilton 

 Strict interpreter of the Constitution. Believed that if it 

was not in the Constitution it could not be done.  

 Sought to avoid involvement in European affairs. 

 Disagreement between Hamilton & Jefferson over 

constitutional interpretation led to the political party 

system.  
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C.) Jefferson’ Presidency (1801-1809) 

 Elected as President in the 1800 election.  

 Louisiana Purchase (1803) – under President Jefferson, the United States doubled in size when 

it “bought” the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803. The U.S. now had control over the 

Mississippi River, the Great Plains and the city of New Orleans.  

 In deciding to purchase the Louisiana Territory, Jefferson had to overcome the problem of 

contradicting his belief in a strict interpretation of the Constitution.  

 He used the elastic clause & implied powers to make the purchase showing he had 

Constitutional authority to do so.  

 Farmers in the Ohio Valley gained the greatest economic benefit as a result of the purchase.  

 Americans began to continue to look west; Jefferson authorized the Lewis & Clark expedition to 

explore a route to the Pacific Ocean.  
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D.) The Development of the Supreme Court 

 John Marshal – was a Supreme Court Justice 1801-1835, his decisions resulted in the expansion 

of the power of the Federal government 

 Helped create a sense of national unity by strengthening the Federal Government at the expense 

of the state governments.  

 Helped make the Constitution more flexible by interpreting the Constitution broadly.  

 Marbury v. Madison – 1
st
 Supreme Court Case ruling 

   - Judicial Review established 

   - set the division between the judicial and the executive branches 

   - repeatedly upheld the belief that federal government supersedes state government.  
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E.) the War of 1812 – the 2
nd

 American Revolution 

 War between the United States and Great Britain over trade in the Atlantic Ocean. 

 The British never fully respected the U.S. independence and began to harass U.S. trading ships 

and kidnapping American sailors.  

 War led to a development of nationalism – the loyalty of a people to their values, traditions 

and/or geographic region.  

 Treaty of Ghent – officially ended the war in 1815.  
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F.) President James Monroe  

 5
th
 President of the United States and governed from 1817-1825 

 Era of Good Feelings (1815-1825) – sense of national pride and desire for unity amongst 

Americans. Developed as a result of winning the War of 1812 and the end of the Napoleonic 

Wars. 

   - Collapse of the Federalist Party  

   - Democratic-Republicans were the only active national political party & effectively controlled  

     all levels of government.  

   - there were divisions within the D-Rs that were forming 

 Monroe Doctrine (1823) – foreign policy intended to limit European influence in North & South 

America. 

   - Warned to prevent Europe from recolonizing the region!  

   - U.S. foreign policy increased enforcement of the Monroe Doctrine in the late 1800s and early 

1900s.  
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Chapter 3 Test  
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Chapter 4 – The Nation Develops 

A.) President Andrew Jackson  

 Became the 8
th
 President of the U.S. in 1829-1837 

  - breaking from the Democratic-Republican Party, Jackson and Martin Van Buren form the 

Democratic Party. 

 Staring with the election of 1828, more white males were able to vote due to the removal of 

private property ownership laws.  

 Lower class often rural poor citizens, who could not afford land, gained the right to vote, and 

overwhelmingly voted for Jackson!  

 Used the spoil system to provide jobs to political party supporters. The spoils system resulted in 

elected officials rewarding supporters with government jobs!  

 Jackson claimed that the system increased democracy in the federal government by allowing 

large numbers of citizens to hold jobs.  

 Expanded presidential powers through his frequent use 

of the veto 

 Refused to extend the charter for the national bank, 

effectively closing it.  

 Forced Native Americans to move west of the 

Mississippi River to modern day Oklahoma 

(Trail of Tears) 

 Worcester v. Georgia – Supreme Court ruled in favor 

of the Native Americans who were being forcefully 

removed from Georgia, but Jackson refused to uphold 

their ruling!  
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B.) Erie Canal  

 Waterway connecting Lake Erie to the Hudson River.  

 Allowed goods from the Midwest to travel by water all the way to the Atlantic Ocean.  

 Shipping costs dropped, prices dropped and demand for goods increased!  

 New York’s economy boomed as many new towns and cities developed along the Erie Canal 
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C.) Westward Expansion 

 Manifest Destiny – the belief that it was God’s plan to have the United States stretch from the 

Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean.  

 Gold Rush of 1849 – Resulted in an increase in westward migration. Led to the growth of the 

populations of California and the western territories.  

 Homestead Act 1862 – Promoted the development of western lands by providing free Indian 

land to settlers. Showed that the federal government was committed to settling the west. Most 

directly impacted the Great Plains.  

 Pacific Railway Act of 1862 – the federal government encouraged the building of a 

transcontinental railroad by giving land to the rail road companies. 

 Plains Indian culture was destroyed by the arrival of American settlers and government policies. 
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D.) Taking it by Force 

 Annexation of Texas & Mexican-American War led to the U.S. gaining all of the Southwest 

territory now located in the U.S.  

 Oregon Territory – the U.S. threatened war with Great Britain if it did not get the territory it 

demanded in the northwest.  

 1853 – the U.S stretched from the Atlantic to the Pacific 

 President James Polk – (1845-1849) won the election of 1844 based on his strong pro-western 

expansion policy. 

 His policies involving annexing Texas, fighting in the Mexican-American War and his demand 

for the Oregon Territory were all efforts to fulfill the goal of Manifest Destiny.  
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E.) A Series of Compromises 

 Missouri Compromise 1820 – Missouri wanted to enter into the Union as a slave state. This 

would throw the balance between free/slave states off. To keep the balance, Maine was allowed 

to enter the Union as a Free State. Missouri Compromise line was drawn across the country, 

territory under the line is open to slavery, and territory above it is closed to slavery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Compromise of 1850 – California entered into the Union as a Free State. Utah Territory and 

New Mexico territory could determine the issue of slavery on their own (popular sovereignty). 

A strict Fugitive Slave Law was passed, making it illegal to assist an escaped slave or not help 

return an escaped slave back to the south.  

 Kansas-Nebraska Act 1854 – created the territories of Kansas and Nebraska, repealed the 

Missouri Compromise and opened the territory up to popular sovereignty to deal with the issue 

of slavery.  

 Bleeding Kansas – as a result of the federal government leaving it in that hands of citizens to 

determine the policy on slavery, both abolitionists and slave holders rushed to the territory to 

establish state governments. Mini-civil war broke out between the 2 sides, the abolitionists led by 

a radical preacher named John Brown.  
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Chapter 4 Test 
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Chapter 5 – The Road to Civil War 

A.) The Rise of Sectionalism  

 After an initial development of nationalism after the 

War of 1812, American began to shift their loyalties 

and identity away from the United States and more to 

the region they are from.  

 Sectionalism – loyalty to a specific region of the 

country and the cultural practices that are common 

there.  

 American divided into 3 major different 

regional/cultural areas during the 1800s each with their 

own political beliefs.  

 The economic system of the region tended to determine its political views. 
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B.) The Effects of Sectionalism 

 Sectionalism replaced nationalism as the dominant ideology in the United States. 

 The argument over the right to keep slaves became to the southerners a “states’ rights” issue.  

 Distrust, animosity and even hatred towards regions, leaders, writers and politicians developed!  

 Nullification Crisis – Senator (S.C.) John C. Calhoun state that if the federal government passes 

a law that his state believes to be unconstitutional it will not enforce or accept the law.  

  - Calhoun was against tariffs he believed would only benefit the Northern states and at the same 

time hurt the Southern states.  

   - President Jackson, a southerner himself however did not support Calhoun and reinforced the 

idea that that the federal government is Supreme.  

C.) The Turbulent 1850s 

 Uncle Tom’s Cabin 1852 – anti-slavery novel written by Harriet Beecher Stowe which exposes 

the slave system in the south for what is truly is, cruel and inhumane.  

 Bloody Kansas & John Brown 1854  

  - a mini-civil war that would foreshadow the future, broke out in Kansas. 

  - John Brown massacred slave owner families, claiming God wanted an end to slavery!  

 Dred Scott v. Sanford 1857 

   - Dred Scott, a slave was brought into the north where slavery was prohibited. 

   - Sued for his freedom but was denied by the Supreme Court based on the ruling that as  

     property a slave can be brought anywhere because Congress has no right to 

     restrict or ban the movement of private property anywhere! 

   - Abolitionists fear that slavery will now take over the west and return to the north!  

   John Brown’s Raid 1859 

   - Escaping from Kansas, John Brown ends up in Virginia and develops a plan to lead the 

   southern slaves into rebellion.  

   - His plan to take control of an armory fails; he is arrested and executed for his crimes. 

   - Abolitionists see him as a martyr, southerners see him as a terrorist!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



42 
 

D.) The Return to Partisanship & Division 

 President Jackson’s policies angered many people within his Democratic Party and those leaders 

who were left over from the old Federalist Party. They formed together to create the Whig Party, 

led by Sen.(K) Henry Clay 

 1830s-1850s – the Whig Party were based on Clay’s “American System” 

   - believed Congress was more important that President 

   - favored internal improvement 

   - favored a modern economic system and central government banking 

   - called for public education  

 The issue of slavery in the 1850s would cause the Democratic Party to split again between the 

Northern Democrats who were against the spread of slavery led by Stephen Douglas and the 

Southern Democrats who were pro-slavery.  

 Republican Party – was formed out of anti-slavery democrats, free-soilers, ex-Whigs, and 

modernizers. It formed out of its opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska Act. It quickly emerged to 

become the chief rival to the Democratic Party.  

E.) Election of 1860  

 The Democratic Party now split, runs 2 different men for President, while the Republican Party 

nominates Abraham Lincoln. 

 No southern state votes for the Lincoln yet most of them know that he will still win the election 

with the support from the north.  

 With Lincoln’s victory official, the southern leadership begins taking the steps to secede from the 

United States and form their own nation, the Confederate States of America.  
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Chapter 5 Test 
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Chapter 6 – The Civil War  

A.) Reasons for Southern Secession  

 Increased sectionalism led to an extreme distrust and dislike between the North & South 

 Preserve the institution of slavery and white supremacy 

 Election of Abraham Lincoln (R) in 1860, to southerners showed that their opinion and voice was 

not represented in the government.  

 Southern states also believed that just as the freely joined the Union, they could freely exit it.   

B.) Lincoln’s Policy  

 Believed that the sectionalism that had developed was threatening to destroy the nation. 

“A house divided against itself cannot stand”  

 As the Civil War began, Lincoln believed it was his duty as President to “preserve the Union”. 

 States do not have the right to leave the Union, as such he has the right to use military force to put 

down the rebellion.  
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C.) Comparing the Union & the Confederacy  

 The North had a huge economic advantage over the Southern Confederacy.  

 The South had home field advantage and superior military officers.  

 As a result, the war would drag on for years instead of ending quickly as both sides has assumed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.) Lincoln Expands the President’s Powers 

 As in most times of crisis, the President often times gives himself 

additional powers to handle the situations. 

 Suspended the writ of habeas corpus 

 Arrested and jailed anti-Unionists without proper cause 

 Increased the size of the arm without Congressional approval 

 Censored newspapers and had some editors and publishers arrested.  

 Lincoln wins re-election in 1864 
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E.) Key Battles in the War  

 The First Battle of Bull Run (July 1861) - Union troops gathered around Washington D.C. in 

hope of seizing Manassas, VA, which was a vital railroad, but the Confederate troops aligned the 

creek waiting for Union forces at Bull Run.  This was the first large battle of the war.  The 

Confederate forces defeated the Union. 

 The Peninsular Campaign (late June-July 1862) - General McClellan was in command of 

Union Army.  He decided to approach Richmond from the Atlantic coast.  McClellan landed 

troops in Yorktown, which is a peninsula between the York and James River, east of Richmond.  

There were battles fought there throughout July of 1862.  The Confederates defeated the Union in 

the battles, led by General Joseph E. Johnston, then General Robert E. Lee. 

 The Battle of Antietam (Sept 1862) - General Lee, commander of the Northern Virginia Army, 

moved to strike Union territory in Maryland.  A Confederate messenger dropped a copy of the 

battle plans, which was found by a Union soldier.  The Union then learned that Lee's forces were 

divided, so General Grant attacked.  Antietam (Sharpsburg) was a day long battle on September 

17, 1862 at Antietam Creek in Maryland.  The battle ended in a draw.  

 The Battle of Shiloh (Feb 1862) - This battle was the first after the Union dispersed troops into 

the West, as well as the East.  The Battle of Shiloh was fought as one of the battles of the "War in 

the West."  General Grant led his army into Tennessee and continued to advance.  Confederate 

forces attacked near Shiloh, resulting in thousands of casualties between both armies in two days 

of fighting.  The Union won the bloodiest battle of the Civil War, even though they suffered more 

losses than the Confederates.  

 The Battle of Chancellorsville (April – May 1863) - The South won the Battle of 

Chancellorsville, which helped to boost the morale and hope in the Southern cause.  This was a 

time for hope in the South because the Union was losing troops.  Stonewall Jackson was killed 

accidentally by one of his own men at Chancellorsville when mistaken for a Union soldier!  

 The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1863) - Almost accidentally, Confederate troops discovered 

Union calvary in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  The Confederates attacked, paving the way for the 

largest battle of the war, lasting three days.  The Union Army won the Battle of Gettysburg, 

destroying Lee's hopes of carrying the fighting further up North. 

 Battle of Vicksburg (May – July 1863) - General Grant and his troops crossed the Mississippi 

River and drove the Confederate forces out of Vicksburg. The Union now controlled the 

Mississippi River and was able to divide the Confederacy in half.  

 Sherman's March to the Sea (Sept-Dec 1864) - General Sherman scorched the towns he 

marched through on his way towards the Atlantic coast and up to Virginia.  His army followed 

the "scorched earth policy," beginning first with Atlanta.  They would burn, tear up railroad 

tracks, raided and burned homes, and captured livestock; Ruthless destruction.  Union Army 

forces Confederate Army out of the Atlantic port of Savannah, GA on December 22, 1864. 

 Surrender at Appomattox (April 1865) - General Lee attempted to halt the Union Army and 

break through Grant's lines in Petersburg, VA.  The Union seized Petersburg on April 2, 1865 and 

then Richmond on the next day.  Union forces cut Lee off from leading his remaining army to 

North Carolina.  On April 9, 1865, General Lee surrendered to Grant waving the white flag atop a 

hill overlooking the Appomattox River in Virginia.  General Grant later accepted General Lee's 

surrender in the Appomattox Court House. 
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F.) Emancipation Proclamation 

 Lincoln was very worried that European nations were going to back the Confederacy.  

 To keep England and France from supporting he South, he took the victory at Gettysburg to issue 

his Emancipation Proclamation, in effect making the Civil War all about eradicating slavery!  

 The E.P. – freed all slaves that live in a state currently in rebellion against the Union. 

 Europeans, now seeing this as a war over slavery refused to back the Confederacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.) Result of the Civil War 

 With the surrender of General Lee, the Confederate States of America is officially defeated.  

 Power of the federal government was strengthened over the power of the states. 

 Secession was no longer considered an option by states who disagreed with federal laws 

 North undergoes rapid industrial expansion as a result of the huge demand for goods during the 

Civil war 

 The Southern economy, cities and countryside are in ruins!  

 Millions of former slaves are now homeless and ill-prepared to face their future.  
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Chapter 7 – Reconstruction 

A.) Time to Rebuild 

 Reconstruction – the time period following the Civil War, when southern state governments 

were reorganized and readmitted into the Union.  

 Lincoln’s Plan 

- primary goal was to restore Southern representation in Congress and try and go back to business 

- the Union should be restored as fast as possible, which could only happen if 

  1.) Former Confederates are treated leniently. No need to further punish them!  

  2.) Treat them as if they had never left in the first place. 

 Radical’s Plan – the Radical Republicans were members of Lincoln’s party who did not support 

the President plan. They wanted to severely punish the South for causing the Civil War! 

   1.) Wanted to use Reconstruction to force social and economic changes in the South 

   2.) Wanted to keep former Confederates from regaining power in the U.S. government. 

   3.) Wanted to quickly give African-American males the right to vote & hold political office. 

B.) Death of Lincoln 

 John Wilkes Booth, a southern sympathizer assassinates President Lincoln only a week after the 

end of the Civil War.  

 Andrew Johnson, becomes the new President and continues to use a lenient policy during 

Reconstruction.  

 Outraged over his actions, the Radical Republicans bring impeachment charges against Johnson 

that fail to remove him from office.  

 Radicals are able to gain control of Reconstruction and implement their plans!  
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C.) Reconstruction Amendments 

 Radical Republicans were able to add 3 new Amendments to the Constitution during the period of 

Reconstruction. 

 These Amendments were to protect the rights of the newly freed blacks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D.) Radical Control 

 1868 – Ulysses S. Grant, is elected as President. He follows the Radical Republican philosophy 

on dealing with the former Confederate states.  

 The Radical Republican dissolved the southern governments and imposed military control over 

the newly created districts.   

 Beginning in 1867 new elections began in the South, however Radicals would not allow former 

Confederates to participate.  

 Republican lawmakers were elected by a coalition of white Unionists, freedmen and northerners 

who had settled in the South. (carpetbaggers) 

 Southerners hated being controlled by the Union military and viewed it as humiliating and 

dishonorable.  

 Slowly, the southern states are readmitted into the Union.  
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E.) End of Reconstruction 

 Election of 1876 was the closest election in U.S. history and a compromise was reached in order 

to name a President. 

 Rutherford B. Hayes (R) was declared the winner along with the agreement that the military 

would leave the south and federal Reconstruction would end, leaving the south back in the hands 

of the Democratic leaders who led the region to secession.   

 Jim Crow Laws were passed in the late 1870s and early 1880s by Southern Democrats in order 

to restrict the freedoms of African-Americans in their states. 

   - especially targeted the 13
th

, 14
th
 & 15

th
 Amendments!  

F.) The New South 

 Sharecropping – system of farming that became common in the south following the Civil War in 

which a large number of former slaves & their families earned a living by farming the land of 

their previous masters. Kept the former slaves economically dependent and under the control of 

southern whites.  

 Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) – Supreme Court ruled that segregation in the south was legal based 

on their interpretation of the 14
th

 Amendment! Every institution in the south became segregated 

until the Civil Rights movement of the 1950s & 60s.  
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Chapter 6 & 7 Test 
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